The history of the care of the insane is one of special fascination to those who are interested in the social anomalies arising where human relationships move the emotions most deeply. In the formation and growth of social institutions controlling these relationships, there often appears little or no consistency with the knowledge and philosophical theories of the time. Practice may outrun scientific analysis and ethical thought, and be later explained by the one and justified by the other; or, conversely, social habits of action may persist long after the judgment of individuals has shown that the means used have little relation to the end in view.

